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A study of the meaning of bergamot in Surat Yusuf and the discovery
of the historical-botanical secret of bergamot

& Mohammad Hassan Arjmandi* ﬁ Dr.Bijan Zahiri Naav?

The story of Yusuf, the messenger of God, has been narrated in Holy Quran completely. God
has entitled this story as "u=dll ;wsl" which means the best story of all. A part of this story
is related to the event in which Yusuf and the Egyptian women faced with each other
(completely narrated in the 31th verse of Yusuf sura). In this part which has been narrated in
Persian literature for years, we have often talked about orange or Bergamot orange. However,
by observing nearly 63 translations of Quran, we can clearly see that only 5percent of the
translators have translated this word as Bergamot orange and 95 percent of them have
translated it as a kind of cushion or food. in this field, we can regard the theories below.

1. Due to the logic and the techniques of Quran’s storytelling, the best equivalent for
the Arabic word " 5" which has been written in the 31 verse of Yusuf sura in Quran,
Is Bergamot orange.

2. By surveying this verse we can figure out another verbal miracle of the Holy Quran
in which God mentions the simultaneity of Yusuf's lifetime and the importation of
the Bergamot orange to Egypt .

3. The fact that Zuleikha suggested the Egyptian women in the meeting to eat Bergamot
orange signifies the costliness and novelty of this fruit and it also shows her
deceitfulness.

4. In Yusuf's lifetime there was no orange and they only ate Bergamot orange.

By studying 168 commentary books we can recognize that 101 one of them have
translated the Arabic word "LS3s"as Bergamot orange. Furthermore, by observing
history and phytology books we can understand that the duration in which Bergamot
orange was imported to Egypt was the same as Yusuf's lifetime. Thus, Bergamot
orange had been a wealthy imported fruit and Zuleikha chose this fruit for that
reason.All in all, all of these signs demonstrate that Holy Quran has mentioned the
importation time of Bergamot orange to Egypt in a nutshell.

Key Words : Holy Qur'an, Surah Yusuf, translated, reliable, Bergamot orange
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