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Techniques and Innovations of Molana in the Symbolic Imagery of the
‘Animal Soul’ in the Ghazals of Shams - A Case Study of Animal Symbols”

Ahmad Charmseraye Jafari', Dr. Seyed Mahdi Rahimi?, Dr. Morad Ali Va'ezi®
Mohammad Behnamfar*
Abstract

Symbolism in literary texts is considered one of the most practical and important elements
of imagery. This article examines the techniques of Molana (Rumi) in the symbolic
depictions of the "animal soul" in the Ghazals of Shams. The case study focuses on animal
symbols. The statistical population consists of the Ghazals of Shams. This article, utilizing a
descriptive and analytical method, seeks to answer the following questions: What animals
are used symbolically in Rumi's Ghazals to elucidate the soul and its states? Furthermore,
what characteristics of the soul are represented by each of these animals ?To achieve this
aim, the article first discusses definitions of symbol and soul, as well as their various types.
Then, the innovative imaginative aspects of the Ghazals are examined, along with relevant
examples, to explore why these animals are employed as symbols of the soul. The animal
symbols related to the soul in the Ghazals are analyzed with reference to their cultural
background.The outcomes of this study indicate that Rumi is a symbolist poet with creative
skill in the creation of animal imagery. It also shows that animals such as "dog, donkey, crow,
cow, snake, horse, owl, pig, wolf, fox" are among the animals whose symbolic representation,
based on the significant traits of each animal, has been utilized as symbols for the
commanding soul or other aspects of it in the Ghazals. For instance, the impulses of a
sleeping dog, akin to "greed, anger, lust,” awaken from within man and attack the corpse of
the worldly matters. Additionally, among these animals, the highest frequency is attributed
to the "dog," with 17 instances, followed by "donkey and crow" with 7 instances each, "cow"
with 6, "snake" with 5, and "horse, owl, and pig" each with 2 instances, while "wolf and fox"
have one instance each in declining order of frequency .

Keywords: animal soul, symbolic imagery, Rumi, Ghazals of Shams.
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