The quarterly of
Critique,analysis and aesthetics of texts
Vol 9 NO : 2 Summer 2026

www.Qparsi.ir

doi 10.22034/caat.2025.528714.1133

P 1Y
- "A- ;; ”
OF 2110 <L
=

15 Pages: frome: 108 to: 123

Analysis of the Lover and Beloved Personality Typology in Layli and Majnun by
Nezami Based on Karen Horney's Perspective

Sahar Najafi Pour? Khodabakhsh Asadollahi?

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Avrticle History:
Received:
6 June 2025

Accepted:
20 September 2025

KEYWORDS:

psychological typology,
Nizami,
Layla and Majnun

Literature deals with the emotional faculties and the inner world
of human beings, and it may occasionally help alleviate
psychological issues and strengthen individuals' mental balance.
Therefore, proper analysis of literary works can reveal the
existence and essence of the writer. This article examines the
typological analysis of the characters of Majnun and Layla in
Nizami's "Layla and Majnun™ based on Karen Horney's theory.
Horney, as a revisionist expert of Freudian psychoanalysis, has
either complemented or revised Freud's theoretical concepts.
Horney's views on personality, like those of other personality
theorists, reflect her personal experiences. From her perspective,
the methods and tricks that individuals resort to for protection lead
to the formation of three personality types: the compliant, the
aggressive, and the withdrawn. The research method is
descriptive-analytical. The findings indicate that the society of
Layla and Majnun is closed, full of oppression and humiliation,
and that achieving rights and fulfilling desires is only possible
through brute strength and the flash of a sword. In such a society,
Layla and Majnun are necessarily forced to adopt the strategy of
compliance. Layla, in a society that does not recognize any rights
for women and where her life is considered worthless, sees her
only option as to keep her head down, remain silent, and accept
the fate that others assign to her. Ultimately, she leaves this world
in a state of oppression and failure, hoping that perhaps in the next
world she might find what she desires.
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